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HOUSE BI LL 2025

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Owall, H nkle, D ckerson, Geen, Appleton,
Driscoll, Mrrell, Kagi, Van De Wege, and Kenney

Read first tine 02/06/09. Referred to Comm ttee on Human Servi ces.

AN ACT Relating to sharing of health care information to pronote
coordi nati on of behavioral and nedical care services; and anmendi ng RCW
71. 05. 630.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW71.05.630 and 2007 ¢ 191 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as otherwise provided by law, all treatnent records
shall remain confidential and may be released only to the persons
designated in this section, or to other persons designated in an
informed witten consent of the patient.

(2) Treatnment records of a person may be rel eased w t hout i nforned
witten consent in the follow ng circunstances:

(a) To a person, organization, or agency as necessary for
managenment or financial audits, or program nonitoring and eval uati on.
I nformati on obtained under this subsection shall remain confidential
and may not be used in a manner that discloses the nanme or other
identifying information about the person whose records are being
rel eased.
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(b) To the departnent, the director of regional support networks,
or a qualified staff nenber designated by the director only when
necessary to be wused for billing or «collection purposes. The
informati on shall remain confidential.

(c) For purposes of research as permtted in chapter 42.48 RCW

(d) Pursuant to | awful order of a court.

(e) To qualified staff nenbers of the departnment, to the director
of regional support networks, to resource nmanagenent services
responsi ble for serving a patient, or to service providers designated
by resource managenent services as necessary to determ ne the progress
and adequacy of treatnment and to determ ne whet her the person should be
transferred to a less restrictive or nore appropriate treatnent
nodality or facility. The information shall remain confidential.

(f) Wthin the treatnment facility where the patient is receiving
treatnent, confidential information my be disclosed to persons
enpl oyed, serving in bona fide training progranms, or participating in
supervi sed vol unteer prograns, at the facility when it is necessary to
performtheir duties.

(g) Wthin the departnment as necessary to coordi nate treatnment for
mental illness, devel opnmental disabilities, alcoholism or drug abuse
of persons who are under the supervision of the departnent.

(h) To a licensed physician who has determned that the life or
health of the person is in danger and that treatnment wthout the
information contained in the treatnent records could be injurious to
the patient's health. Disclosure shall be limted to the portions of
the records necessary to neet the nedical energency.

(1) Consistent _wth the requirenents of the health_ information

portability and accountability act, to a licensed nental health
professional, as defined in_ RCW 71.05.020, or a_ health care
prof essional |icensed under chapter 18.71, 18.71A, 18.57, 18.57A,

18.79, or 18.36A RCWwho is providing care to a person, or to whoma
person has been referred for evaluation or treatnent, to assure
coordinated care and treatnent of that person. Psychotherapy notes, as
defined in 45 C.F.R Sec. 164.501, may not be released w thout
aut hori zation of the person who is the subject of the request for
rel ease of infornation.

(j]) To adnministrative and office support staff designated to obtain

HB 2025. SL p. 2
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nedi cal records for those |licensed professionals listed in (i) of this
subsecti on.

(k) To a facility that is to receive a person who is involuntarily
comm tted under chapter 71.05 RCW or upon transfer of the person from
one treatnent facility to another. The release of records under this
subsection shall be limted to the treatnment records required by | aw,
a record or summary of all somatic treatnents, and a di scharge summary.
The di scharge summary may i nclude a statenent of the patient's problem
the treatnent goals, the type of treatnent which has been provided, and
recommendation for future treatnent, but may not include the patient's
conpl ete treatnent record.

(()) (1) Notw thstanding the provisions of RCW 71.05.390(7), to
a correctional facility or a corrections officer who is responsible for
t he supervision of a person who is receiving inpatient or outpatient
eval uation or treatnent. Except as provided in RCW 71.05.445 and
71.34. 345, release of records under this sectionis limtedto:

(1) An evaluation report provided pursuant to a witten supervision
pl an.

(ii1) The discharge summary, including a record or summary of al
somatic treatnents, at the termnation of any treatnent provided as
part of the supervision plan.

(ti1) Wien a person is returned from a treatnment facility to a
correctional facility, the information provided under ((3)) (1)(iv)
of this subsection.

(tv) Any information necessary to establish or inplenent changes in
the person's treatnment plan or the level or kind of supervision as
determ ned by resource managenent services. In cases involving a
person transferred back to a correctional facility, disclosure shall be
made to clinical staff only.

(()) (M To the person's counsel or guardian ad |item w thout
nodi fication, at any time in order to prepare for involuntary
comm tnent or reconmmtnent proceedings, reexam nations, appeals, or
other actions relating to detention, admssion, commtnent, or
patient's rights under chapter 71.05 RCW

(((H)) (n) To staff nmenbers of the protection and advocacy agency
or to staff nmenbers of a private, nonprofit corporation for the purpose
of protecting and advocating the rights of persons wth nental
di sorders or devel opnental disabilities. Resource nmanagenent services
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may limt the release of information to the nane, birthdate, and county
of residence of the patient, information regardi ng whether the patient
was voluntarily admtted, or involuntarily commtted, the date and
pl ace of adm ssion, placenent, or commtnent, the nanme and address of
a guardian of the patient, and the date and place of the guardian's
appoi nt nent . Any staff nenber who wshes to obtain additional
information shall notify the patient's resource nmanagenent services in
witing of the request and of the resource nmanagenent services' right
to object. The staff mnenber shall send the notice by mail to the
guardi an's address. |f the guardian does not object inwiting wthin
fifteen days after the notice is miiled, the staff nenber nmay obtain
the additional information. |f the guardian objects in witing within
fifteen days after the notice is mailed, the staff nmenber nmay not
obtain the additional information.

((6M)) (o) For purposes of coordinating health care, the
departnent may rel ease without infornmed witten consent of the patient,
information acquired for billing and collection purposes as descri bed
in (b) of this subsection to all current treating providers of the
patient with prescriptive authority who have witten a prescription for
the patient within the | ast twelve nonths. The departnment shall notify
the patient that billing and collection informati on has been rel eased
to nanmed providers, and provide the substance of the information
rel eased and the dates of such release. The departnent shall not
rel ease counseling, inpatient psychiatric hospitalization, or drug and
al cohol treatnent information without a signed witten rel ease fromthe
client.

(3) Wenever federal law or federal regulations restrict the
release of information contained in the treatnent records of any
pati ent who receives treatnent for chem cal dependency, the departnent
may restrict the release of the informati on as necessary to conply with
federal |aw and regul ati ons.

Passed by the House April 20, 20009.

Passed by the Senate April 7, 2009.

Approved by the Governor May 7, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 8, 2009.
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